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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, December 9, 2013, at 2 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2013 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. FOXX). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 5, 2013. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable VIRGINIA 
FOXX to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. We pause in 
Your presence and ask guidance for the 
men and women of the people’s House. 

Enable them, O God, to act on what 
they believe to be right and true and 
just, and to do so in ways that show re-
spect for those with whom they dis-
agree. 

Send Your spirit of peace upon our 
Nation. Endow the Members of this 
House and all our governmental leaders 
with the wisdom to respond with what-
ever policies and laws might be needed 
to ensure greater peace and security in 
our land. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done be for Your great-
er honor and glory. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. DAINES. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DAINES. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. FUDGE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

HONORING BENNY AND NELDA 
SPEAKS’ 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the 50th anniver-
sary of my good friends and fellow Ar-
kansans, Benny and Nelda Speaks. 

Benny and Nelda first met in Moun-
tain Home, Arkansas, Benny fresh out 
of the Navy, Nelda having returned 
home from business college in Spring-
field, Missouri. 

They were married on December 6, 
1963. They have one daughter, 
Ladonnia Speaks Moranz; two grand-
children, Natosha and Brandon; and 
were blessed with one great-grandson, 
Logan. 

Madam Speaker, it is no easy task 
making it to the 50-year anniversary. 
It takes great commitment, a willing-
ness to compromise and to listen, and a 
loving spirit. These qualities embody 
the relationship of the Speakses’ mar-
riage, serving as a testament and ex-
ample to the rest of us. 

The Speakses are involved commu-
nity leaders who truly care about Ar-
kansas and have devoted much of their 
time and effort giving back to their 
community. 
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